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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This action is responsive to application filed on Nov. 19, 2002. Claims 1-30 are 
pending examination. 



(e) Background of the Invention : See MPEP § 608.01 (c). The specification 
should set forth the Background of the Invention in two parts: 

(1 ) Field of the Invention : A statement of the field of art to which the 
invention pertains. This statement may include a paraphrasing of 
the applicable U.S. patent classification definitions of the subject 
matter of the claimed invention. This item may also be titled 
"Technical Field." 

(2) Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 
37 CFR 1 .97 and 37 CFR 1 .98 : A description of the related art 
known to the applicant and including, if applicable, references to 
specific related art and problems involved in the prior art which are 
solved by the applicants invention. This item may also be titled 
"Background Art." 

2. This disclosure of the application does not include "Background of the Invention". 
Appropriate correction is required. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gross 
et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,555,346 (referred to hereafter as Gross). 



Specification 



Content of Specification 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



Application/Control Number: 10/065,793 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2157 

As to claim 1 , Gross teaches a computer program product for message traffic 
interception comprising: 

a computer-readable medium (see col. 4 lines 14-43); 

a protocol independent API core module stored on the medium, the API core 
module having an array of predetermined rules for intercepted message traffic (see col. 
4 lines 14-43); and 

an interface communication emulator module communicatively coupling 
protocol-specific message traffic to the API core (see col. 4 lines 14-43). 

As to claim 2, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 1 further 
comprising a message database communicatively coupled to the API core module, the 
message database further comprising an array of message properties for each 
message (see col. 11 lines 19-35). 

As to claim 3, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise message interpretation data (see col. 
11 lines 19-35). 

As to claim 4, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise message formatting data (see col. 14 
lines 20-30). 

As to claim 5, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise message routing data (see col. 1 1 
lines 19-35). 
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As to claim 6, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise message default values (see col. 5 
lines 50-63). 

As to claim 7, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise message transmission rules (see col. 
11 lines 19-35). 

As to claim 8, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise enable-lockout combination data (see 
col. 11 lines 19-35). 

As to claim 9, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise limits on message field values (see 
col. 11 lines 19-35). 

As to claim 10, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise message field units (see col. 1 1 lines 
19-35). 

As to claim 1 1 , Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise user-defined identifiers (see col. 5 
lines 25-40). 

As to claim 12, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise interface information (see col. 4 lines 
14-43). 
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As to claim 13, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 2 further 
comprising a scenario module communicatively coupled to the message database, the 
scenario module further comprising state machine emulation definition, the definition 
providing event driven parameters responsive to message traffic (see col. 1 1 lines 19- 
35 and fig. 10). 

As to claim 14, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
identification (see col. 5 lines 25-40). 

As to claim 15, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
contents (see col. 11 lines 19-35). 

As to claim 16, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
occurrence (see col. 12 lines 31-61). 

As to claim 17, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
frequency (see col. 12 lines 31-61 and col. 5 lines 65-col. 6 lines 30). 

As to claim 18, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on a count of the 
number of times an event's parameters have been satisfied (see col. 5 lines 65-col. 6 
lines 30). 
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As to claim 19, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on a comparison 
with variables (see col. 5 lines 65-col. 6 lines 30). 

As to claim 20, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters modify the contents of a message (see 
col. 12 lines 16-40). 

As to claim 21, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters route a message (see col. 12 lines 39- 
62 and fig. 10F). 

As to claim 22, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters delete a message (see col. 12 lines 
39-62 and fig. 1 0F). 

As to claim 23, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters controls other events (see col. 12 lines 
39-62 and fig. 10F). 

As to claim 24, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters performs calculations (see col. 12 
lines 31-61 and col. 5 lines 65-col. 6 lines 30). 

As to claim 25, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters controls user displays (see Fig. 12A-B 
and corresponding illustration). 
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As to claim 26, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters extracts at least one value from a 
message (see col. 12 lines 16-30). 

As to claim 27, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters creates and sends an arbitrary 
message defined in the database (see col. 12 lines 16-30). 

As to claim 28, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters transforms an incoming message into 
a different message defined in the database (see col. 12 lines 16-30). 

As to claim 29, Gross teaches the computer program of claim 13 wherein the 
actions triggered by an event provide logical branching, looping, iteration, and internal 
or external subroutine calling capability (see col. 12 lines 31-61 and col. 5 lines 65-col. 6 
lines 30). 

As to claim 30, Gross teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the communications interface emulator module is communicatively coupled to the 
scenario execution module which is communicatively coupled to the message database 
whereby messages are received, reformatted into a message database compliant 
structure and outbound messages generated by the scenario module are passed back 
to the communications interface emulator module for protocol-specific transmissions 

the computer program product of claim 13 further comprising a post-test data 
analysis capability wherein recorded data may be analyzed, abstracted, and displayed 
in a variety of text and graphical formats (see col. 14 lines 20-30). 
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4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

- Client Side Deferred Actions Within Multiple MAPI Profiles by Plank et al., U.S. 
Patent No. 5,978,566. 

- Automatic Electronic Messaging System With Feedback And Work Flow 
Administration by Schutzman et al., U.S. Patent No. 5,627,764. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(703)305-4652. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (703)308-7562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hussein El-chanti 



April 2, 2004 
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